
What is CNG?  
 

Basics 

CNG is an alternative to gasoline that’s made by compressing natural gas to less than 1% of its volume at 

standard atmospheric pressure. Consisting mostly of methane, CNG is odorless, colorless and tasteless. It's 

drawn from domestically drilled natural gas wells or in conjunction with crude oil production. 

Natural gas powers more than 12 million vehicles on the road today. Studies have shown that CNG costs 

about 50% less than gasoline or diesel and offers up to 90% fewer emissions.  For these reason, many major 

metropolitan areas and airports have turned to CNG busses.  

 

Although CNG is flammable, it has a narrow flammability range, according to the U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency, making it an inherently safe fuel. Strict safety standards make CNG vehicles as safe as gaso-

line-powered vehicles. In the event of a spill or accidental release, CNG poses no threat to land or water, as it 

is nontoxic. CNG also disperses rapidly, minimizing ignition risk when compared to gasoline. Natural gas is 

lighter than air and will not pool as a liquid or vapor.  

 

The history of CNG as a transportation fuel dates back to World War II. Natural gas vehicles (NGVs) are a 

proven technology that have been enhanced and refined over the years into a convenient and extremely safe 

method of transportation. Daily use of natural gas vehicles can be found throughout the United States in a va-

riety of applications. 
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http://eerc.ra.utk.edu/etcfc/docs/EPAFactSheet-cng.pdf
http://eerc.ra.utk.edu/etcfc/docs/EPAFactSheet-cng.pdf
http://www.cngnow.com/vehicles

